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Friends of Secrest was created more than five years ago to
IMAGINE an improved Secrest Auditorium in its role as a
cultural hub and as a booster for the local economy and
quality of life in Zanesville. This group of local leaders has
hosted events, refreshed the Auditorium's interior, purchased
equipment, attracted donor support, and increased interest
and visibility.

The City of Zanesville's mayor, council, and staff, with the
Friends of Secrest, IMAGINED a renovated and modernized
facility with increased accessibility and an enhanced streetscape
and parking. With funding from the City of Zanesville,

The Cora E. Rogge Memorial Foundation, the State of Ohio's
Appalachian Community Grant Program and JW. & M.H.
Straker Foundation, these improvements are underway.

The renovation of Secrest Auditorium will support
Cultural and Community Events
¢ Hosting a diverse range of events like theater, lectures,
concerts, dance recitals, and banquets.
e Attracting a variety of performers, including larger national
acts, to the area.
* Serving the community with events like the Secrest
Outdoor Summer Concert Series, contributing to
community identity and enjoyment.

An enhanced Secrest Auditorium will
Increase Economic Development
¢ The renovations and ability to attract shows will boost local
spending, hotel stays, and restaurant visits.
¢ By becoming a more vibrant destination, Secrest
Auditorium contributes to Zanesville becoming a tourism
hub, benefiting local businesses.
¢ Investments in the Auditorium are viewed as an investment
in the quality of life for residents, encouraging families to
stay, and spend, in the area.
¢ These efforts preserve a historic building, constructed
through a Works Progress Administration (WPA) project,
for future generations to enjoy.
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While initial funding made the primary transformation
possible, additional support will help us fulfill the
complete vision we IMAGINE — elevating our auditorium
from remarkable to truly exceptional for generations to
come. A portion of the vision is to complete...

¢ Site furnishings
¢ Small temporary stage

¢ Digital Screens (in new addition)

¢ Digital Marquee (on addition, facing 4th)
e Large "ZANESVILLE" site sign
¢ Sound System / PA

¢ Building-mounted marquee

¢ Add stage lighting

¢ Beverage Pavilion




